To  THE  ChATKMAN  AND  jMeMBERS  OF  THE  SOUTHOWRAM  URBAN 

District  Council. 

Gentleaien, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Report  on  the  Sanitar^^  condition  of  the 
District  for  year  1909.  Despite  severe  weather  the  general  health  has 
been  good  and  the  death  rate  low.  The  system  of  Sewage  Disposal  for 
Brookfoot  and  the  inauguration  of  a  satisfactory  system  for  the  scaveng¬ 
ing  of  the  district  generally  constitute  a  very  satisfactory  record  and  a 
great  adv^ance  in  the  sanitation  of  the  district. 

I  remain,  Gentlement, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

B.  E.  I.  EDWARDS,  IVl.B.  &  C.IVI.,  F.R.I.P.H. 


General  IRemoranaa. 

Acreage  of  District.  . 

Population  1891  Census  .  . 

Population  1901  Census  .  . 

Population  (estimated)  1909 
Birth  Rate  1909 
Birth  Rate  Average  1899-1908 
Death  Rate  1909  .  . 

Death  Rate  Average 
Infant  Mortality 

Infant  Mortality  Average  1898-1909 


1825 
3058 
2834 
3102 
21.3 
22.9 
11. S 
12.8 
91 
114 


The  following  are  the  chief  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1909,  as 

compiled  from  the  recently  issued  report  of  the  Registrar  General  : — 


1909. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

Great 

Towns. 

(76.) 

Smaller 

1  OAvns. 
(143.) 

England 
and  Wales 
less  the 
219  Towns. 

BIRTH-RATE 

25.6* 

25.7 

24.8 

25.6 

DEATH-RATE 

14.5* 

14.7 

13.9 

14.5 

Zymotic  Death-rate  .  . 

1.12 

1.42 

1 .08 

0.80 

Infantile  Mortality 
]ier  1,000  biidlis) 

109* 

118 

111 

98 

Lowest  ever  recorded. 


Report  for  1909. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. — The  population  as  calculated  to  the  middle  of  the 
year  is  3102. 

The  Births  number  66,  composed  of  34  males  and  32  females, 
and  being  equivalent  to  an  annual  rate  of  21.3  per  thousand,  as 
compared  with  18.9  last  year  and  an  average  for  the  previous  ten 
years  of  22.9. 

The  Deaths  number  36,  composed  of  18  males  and  18  females, 
which  is  equivalent  to  an  annual  rate  of  11.8  per  thousand,  the 
average  for  the  previous  ten  years  being  12.8. 

Of  these  deaths  25  are  due  to  Phthisis  and  other  tubercular 
diseases.  As  these  diseases  are  due  to  germ  action  grafted  on 
devitalizing  conditions  they  should  undoubtedly  be  included  in  the 
notifiable  diseases.  The  severe  and  variable  weather  of  the  winter 
has  caused  considerable  mortality  among  the  old  people,  especially 
those  afflicted  with  bronchial  or  heart  troubles. 

Seven  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  Public  Institutions  outside  the 
district,  and  five  were  reported  to  the  Coroner. 

Twelve  eases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  reported,  principally 
Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria.  Atlhough  this  is  for  us  a  high 
incidence,  happily  no  deaths  took  place  from  these  causes. 

Below  are  the  rates  due  to  the  principal  groups  of  diseases  : — 

General  Death  Rate  ..  ..  11.8 

Death  Rate  of  Infectious  Diseases  .  .  Nil. 

,,  ,,  Phthisis  .  .  .  .  1.0 

,,  ,,  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  2.0 
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WATER  SUPPLY.— This  remains  in  practically  tlie  same  condition  as 
last  year.  There  are  still  several  houses  along  tJie  route  of  the 
water  ]hpe  at  Brookfoot,  the  owners  of  vhich  seem  loth  to  avail 
themselves  of  a  ])ure  and  abundant  su]!])!}^ 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE.— I  he  most  important  sanitary  advance 
in  the  district  during  recent  3mai*s  is  the  new  sevTr  from  Cromwell 
Bottom  through  Brookfoot  to  the  Brighouse  Sewer,  now  in  course  of 
construction.  Starting  from  the  Brighouse  sewer,  a  main  sewer  15 
inches  in  diameter  runs  under  the  main  road  as  far  as  the  Bi’ookfoot 
Board  School,  thence  it  turns  to  the  left,  and  passing  behind  the 
school  runs  straight  through  the  fields  to  Cromwell  Bottom.  From 
the  turning  at  the  school  a  12  inch  drain  continues  along  the  road  to 
pick  up  the  waste  from  the  houses  as  far  as  the  Woodman  Inn. 
Many  engineering  difficulties  have  been  encountered,  as  the  sev'er 
is  at  a  considerable  depth.  It  has  had  to  be  si])ho]ied  under  the 
‘‘goit  ”  from  the  dyeworks  which  runs  at  the  same  level.  Further 
on  a  dry  walled  drain  was  met  with  and  had  to  be  siphoned  over 
the  new  sewer.  Quicksands  have  interfered  with  the  work,  which 
when  completed  will  drain  the  whole  of  the  Brookfoot  area, includ¬ 
ing  at  the  present  time  about  80  houses. 

The  two  sj^stems  of  Bacterial  treatment  at  Marsh  and  Cromwell 
AVood  are  acting  well,  and  practically  all  the  houses  along  the  lines 
of  sewer  have  nov^  been  coupled  up. 

CESSPOOLS.— Many  of  the  most  troublesome  of  these  have 
been  done  away  with  during  the  year.  Among  these  I  may  men¬ 
tion  especially  the  cesspool  in  Towngate,  concerning  which  com¬ 
plaints  have  appeared  almost  annually  in  my  re})orts.  Arrange¬ 
ments  have  now  been  made  with  the  Halifax  Corjmration  (in  which 
area  the  offending  liouses  are  situated),  the  cess])ool  removed  and 
the  20  houses  are  now  drained  into  the  Councirs  sewer.  The 
Cesspool  at  St.  Anne’s  and  all  those  along  the  line  of  the  Chninwell 
M  ood  Sev  er  have  likewise  disappeared. 


CLOSETS. — Although  the  privy  midden  remains  tlie  ])re vailing  type  in 
the  district,  they  are  being  slowly  replaced  by  more  modern  systems. 
IVater  Closets  and  Tubs  are  gradually  increasing  in  numbers.  The 
whole  of  the  ])rivy  middens  are  now  covered  in. 


SCAVENGING.— Up  to  the  ])resent  tlie  owners  and  tenants  ]iave  been 
resj)onsible  for  removing  tlie  refuse  from  the  Closets  and  Middens, 
^lany  difficulties  arose,  the  work  was  badly  done  or  neglected,  and 
tile  I'esult  was  a  constant  stream  of  complaints.  This  work  has  now 
been  undertaken  by  the  Council,  and  if  efficiently  done  should- be  a 
boon  to  the  inhabitants  and  remove  one  of  our  greatest  sanitary 
blots. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. — The  Seven  establishments  coming 
under  this  head  have  been  inspected  and  found  satisfactory  as 
regards  ventilation,  sanitary  arrangements  and  provision  for  fire. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. — Of  the  three  on  the  register  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  two  have  ceased  to  exist.  The  remaining  one  is  in  good 
sanitary  condition. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES.— Southow  ram  is  fortunately  free  from  these,  only 
one,  a  tripe  boiling  establishment,  being  discovered,  and  it  is  satis¬ 
factorily  conducted. 


DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS.— These,  3  7  in  number,  have  been  inspected 
regularly  during  the  year  and  found  to  be  clean,  well  lighted  and 
ventilated,  and  with  a  good  supply  of  pure  w’ater.  All  the  inside 
open  drains,  with  the  exception  of  twm,  have  been  removed,  and 
outside  ones  substituted.  The  tw  o  exceptions  are  now  ffieing  dealt 
with. 


SCHOOLS.— These  have  been  duly  inspected  and  found  in  good  sanitary 
condition.  The  medical  inspection  of  the  children  is  undertaken  by 
the  Medical  Inspector  under  the  County  Council. 


INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. — Systematic  inspections  have  been  con¬ 
ducted.  The  principal  insanitary  conditions  found  have  been  the 
oveiful  ashpits  and  privies,  and  these  it  is  hoped  will  be  largely  done 
aw'ay  with  under  the  new^  system  of  removal. 


CONTROL  OF  TUBERCULOSIS.  — As  no  system  of  notification  is  in 
force,  nothing  is  known  of  these  cases  until  death  ensues.  It  avouIcI 
be  advantageous  if  tlie  Council  adopted  a  'miuntary  system  of 
notification,  paying  the  medical  men  the  usual  fee  for  a  notification. 
It  would  then  be  possible  to  keep  the  patients  and  the  liouses  they  in¬ 
habit  under  some  amount  of  supervision,  and  thus  lessen  the  risks 
of  infection  to  others.  Tiiese  risks  are  largely  due  to  ignorance  of 
the  proper  means  to  adopt  to  minimise  them. 

In  addition  to  the  above  I  would  once  more  draAv  tlie  attention 
of  the  Council  to  the  defective  Water  Suppty  at  Brookfoot,  and  the 
need  for  more  modern  disinfecting  apparatus. 


The  district  generally  is  in  a  healthy  condition. 


TABLE  i. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1909  and  previous  Years. 
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"J'able  3.  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during 

THE  Year  1909. 


H.  Brigliouse  Joint  Hospital. 


u 


Table  (4)  Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  DiiAxn  during 

THE  YEAR  1 909. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

DEATHS  IN  OR  BELONGING  TO 

DISTRICT  AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

All 

Ay:es 

1  Undei 

1 

1  yeiir 

I 

■’  1  Lind 
under 
5 

1  5  and 

j  under 
!  15 

15  aiK 
under 
25 

l'25  and  li5  and 
under  1  iip- 
(15  ^  wards 

Small-pox  ...  ...  _ 

i 

1 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  •  •  • 

1 

1 

i 

i 

WhooDipof  Couirh... 

i 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

CrouD 

Fever-  TvDhus 

Enteric 

Other  continued  . 

I 

( 

j 

i 

F^pidemic  Influenza 

Cholera  .  ...  .  ... 

1  1 

Plac^ue 

;  1 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ... 

i  1 

'  )  . 

i 

Enteritis 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

Ervsinelas 

. 

Phthisis 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

Bronchitis  ... 

Pneumonia 

3 

6 

I 

6 

3 

I 

I 

I 

4 

4 

2 

Pleurisy  ..  ...  . 

Other  Diseases  of  respiratory  organs  ... 
Alcoholism — Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

I 

1 

i 

Venereal  Diseases 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  .. 

1 

1 

. . .  i 

...  i 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  parturition  .  ! 

I 

. i 

1 

Heart  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...! 

Accidents  ... 

Suicides 

Murder 

3 

2 

2 

- 1 

; 

3 

i 

I 

’  i 

I  1 

1 

I 

All  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...' 

12 

2 

I 

2 

3 

4 

All  causes 

36 

1 

6  ; 

i 

5 

I 

3 

i 

1 

10  : 

i 

1 1 

^  able  V.  Infantile  [V!ortality  during  the  year  1909. 

Deatlis  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Montlis  under  One  ^  ear  of  Age. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER.  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE 
YEAR  1909,  FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  SOUTHOWRAM. 
on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 

in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 


1.— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections  Written 

jProsecu- 

Notices. 

j  tions. 

Factories  ... 

12 

i 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops 

4 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises  included 

in  Part  3  of  this  Report) 

Total  . 

R) 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Particulars. 

Found. 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor. 

Number 

of 

Pros¬ 

ecutions. 

Niiisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — * 
Want  of  cleanliness 

Want  of  ventilation 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances  ... 

^Sanitary  accommodation 

Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

H 

Not  separate  for  sexes... 

o 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse 
(s.  101) . 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for 
bakehouse  (ss.  97  to  100) 

Other  Offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork 
which  are  included  in  Part  3  of  this  report) 

o 

Total 

*  Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7,  and  8,  of  the  Factory  Act  as  remedi¬ 
able  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

*  For  districts  not  in  London,  state  whether  section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1890,  has  been  adopted  by  the  District  Coiincil  ;  and  if  so  what 
standard  of  sufficiency  and  suitability  of  sanitary  accommodation  for  persons  em¬ 
ployed  in  factories  and  workshops  has  been  enforced. 


Class 


Number. 


Outworkers’  Lists.  Section  107. 

Justs  recei\-e(l  from  Employers  ... 

Acklresses  of  Outworkers — Kecei\  ed  from  otlier  Councils. 

Forwarded  to  other  Councils. 

Notices  seiwed  ou  Occupiers  as  to  keeping  or  sending  lists... 
I’rosecutions — 

Failing  to  keep  or  permit  inspection  of  lists... 

Failing  to  send  lists  ... 

Inspection  of  Outworkers’  premises 
Outwork  in  Fnwholesome  Premises,  Section  108 — 

I  nstances  ... 

■  Notices  ser\'ed 
Pro.secutions 

Outwork  in  Infected  Premises.  Sections  109,  110. — 

•  Instances  ... 

Orders  made  (S.  110) 

Prosecutions  (Sections  100.  110) 


NONE 


4.  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s,  131)  at  tlie  end 
of  the  vear. 


1  I 
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—  ^ 

d’otai  number  of  worksliops  on  Register 


Number. 

(2) 

I 


5.— OTHER  HATTERS. 


(1) 

(2) 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  xAbstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  133) 
Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  (s.  5) 

Notified  by  H.iNI.  Inspector 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  ... 

Other 

Rnderground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  ; — 

Oertiticates  granted  during  the  3"ear  ... 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  j’ear 

None, 

February  4th,  1910 

R.  E.  I.  EDWARDS,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABH^E  C.  1309. 

SOUTHOWRAM  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

WATER  SUPPLY — Any  develo])ment  during  1909  ?  None. 

i)evelo])ments  still  needed  ?  Connexions  required  at  Brookfoot. 

Has  ])ublic  supply  been  continuous  ?  Yes. 

Is  the  water  ])lumbo-solvent  and  if  so,  wlia,.t  corrective  treatment  is 
a]q)lied  ?  ^Yry  slightly. 

Any  sam]des  tested  for  lead  during  1909  ?  No. 

SEWERAGE — Developments  during  1909  ?  Brookfoot  Sewerage  com¬ 
menced. 

Any  offensive  Manholes  ?  No. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL— Any  complaint  as  to  outfeJl  works  ?  No. 

SCAVENGING — Any  inadequacy,  and  where  ?  New  system  just 
instituted. 

BY-LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS — Any  adopted  or  sanctioned  during 
1909  ?  No. 

ABORTIVE  ACTS — Any  steps  taken  for  the  consideration,  adoption,  or 
application  of  : — 

(a)  Notiffcation  of  Births  Act,  1907  ?  No. 

(b)  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  ?  No. 

(c)  Other  Adoptive  Acts  ?  No. 


Regulate  Hiiildings, 

Trades,  &c. 

No.  in  ( 
District. 

No  on 
Register. 

I'otal  No,  of 
Inspections 
made. 

General  Conditions. 

Legal 

Proceedings 
(if  any). 

Common  Lodging 
Houses 

0 

Canal  Boats 

0 

Slaughter  Houses 

1 

1 

3 

Good. 

Cov  sheds  .  . 

37 

37 

73 

Good. 

Offensive  Trades 
(Please  specify  nature 

1 

1 

4 

Good. 

Tripe  Boiling. 

Any  nuisance  from  fish-frying  ?  No. 
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COWSHEDS — Any  special  inspection  made  during  1909  ?  No. 

Any  milk  samples  tested  for  tubercle,  and  with  what  result  ?  No. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE — Any  suspected  sj)read  by  rats,  dogs,  cats, 
fowls,  flies  or  fleas  ?  No. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL — Any  observation  on  adequacy  or  efficiency  ? 
No. 

SCHOOLS  Any  matter  calling  for  special  attention  of  School  Medical 
Officer  ?  No. 

IVllDWIVES  ACT,  1902— Are  there  any  uncertified  women  attending 
confinements  without  a  doctor  ?  None  known. 

DWELLINGS— Any  occupied  houses  unfit  for  habitation  V  Two  at 
Brookfoot. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses  ?  No. 

Is  house-to-house  inspection  systematically  made  ?  Yes. 

Are  records  kept  ?  No. 

Any  special  activity  in  house-building  ?  No. 

Number  of  Houses  built  during  1909  ?  No. 

INFANTILE  IVIORTALITY— What  organised  effort  to  control  it  ? 
None. 

Is  Health  Vhsitor  appointed  by  S.A.  ?  No.  By  other  body  ?  No. 

PREVENTION  OF  CONSUMPTION— Any  system  of  notification  ?  No. 
Any  local  treatment  of  Patients  on  sanatorium  lines  ?  No. 

Any  Sanitary  Inspection  of  Patients’  Houses  ?  No. 

Any  Disinfection  of  ditto.  ?  Yes. 

An}^  Distribution  of  Advice  ?  No.  Any  Action  re  S])itting  ?  No. 
Any  Disinfection  of  j)ublic  rooms,  vehicles,  etc.  ?  No. 

NUISANCES — Total  No.  of  Nuisance  in  hand  at  close  of  1908  ?  2. 

At  close  of  1909  ?  None. 

Reported  during  1909  ?  20.  Abated  during  1909  ?  22. 

Total  No.  of  Legal  Notices  served  for  Abatement  of  Nuisances 
during  1909  ?  None. 

Total  No.  of  Summonses  or  other  Legal  Proceedings  ?  None. 

No.  of  Sink  wastes  disconnected  during  1909  ?  5.  Trapped  5. 

No.  of  Closets  newly  constructed  during  1909  ?  4.  Kinds 

W.C.’s. 

No.  of  Closets  reconstructed  during  1909  ?  None. 


What  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  following  matters  ? 

Seizures  of  Unsound  Food  ?  None. 

Samples  under  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  ?  Xone, 

Xo.  of  Smoke  observations  taken  ?  Xone. 


BIRTHS  during  1909— Males,  34.  Females,  32.  Total,  66. 

Xumber  illegitimate,  included  in  above  ?  Xot  known. 

DEATHS  during  1909 — (1)  Gross  Deaths,  i.e.,  Total  actuall}^  registered 
in  the  district,  without  any  correction  ?  29. 

(2)  Xett  Deaths,  on  which  the  rates  are  calculated  t  Males,  18. 

Females,  18.  Total,  36. 

Xumber  uncertified,  included  in  the  above,  o. 


Sanitary  Requirements  of  District,  and  Suggestions  of  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  : — 

Xotification  of  Tuberculous  Cases. 

AVater  Supply  to  Brookfoot  houses. 


SOUTHOWRAIVI  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Inspector’s  Report  of  Sanitary  Work,  &c.,  completed  in  the  year  ending 

31st,  December,  1909, 

Niunl^er  of  Complaints  received  during  the  y('ar  .  .  .  .  20 

Number  of  Inspections  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  250 

RESULTS  OF  INSPECTION. 

Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  to  Houses  and 

Pi*emises  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  .  .  .  .  11 

HOUSE  DRAINS. 

Repaired  and  Cleansed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Trapped  or  Ventilated  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

PRIVIES  AND  WATER  CLOSETS. 

Repaired  and  Cleansed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

New  Provided — 4  W.  C.’s  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

ASHPITS. 

Repaired  and  Covered  in  .  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

New  Provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Houses  su])plied  with  Water.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

STREETS  DRAINED. 

Names  and  Number  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Number  of  Lodging-houses  registered  under  35th  Clause  of  Sanitary 
Number  of  Lodging-houses  registered  under  35th  Clause  of 

Sanitary  Act,  1886  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

Removal  of  Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water, 

Animal,  or  other  refuse  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

Removal  of  Animals  improperly  kept  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Number  of  Licensed  Slaughter-houses  regularly  inspected  3 

Other  Proceedings,  e.g..  Legal  Proceedings  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

Number  of  Nuisances  left  unabated  ending  1908  .  .  .  .  2 

Number  of  Nuisances  abated  during  1909  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 

Number  of  Nuisances  left  unabated  ending  1909  ..  ..  None. 

(Signed)  E.  MORLEY, 

Nuisance  Inspector  to  the  Ei'ban  District  CAuncil. 

Southowram. 


